
OFFICE OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
1155 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1155 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 



September 20, 2013 
Ref: 13-F-1405 



Mr. Jay Gairson 
MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 6609 
P.O. Box 55819 
Boston, MA 02205-5819 

Dear Mr. Gairson, 

This responds to your attached Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request received in 
this office on September 18, 2013, and assigned FOIA case number 13-F-1405. 

The records you requested are from 1945 to 1965. Please note that records are routinely 
reviewed after 25 years and then transferred to the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA). If you have not already done so, you may request these records, if they 
exist, directly from the NARA FOIA Office. Contact information is located at: 

The National Archives at College Park 
Director 

Records Declassification Division, Room 6350 

8601 Adelphi Road 

College Park, MD 20740-6001 

Web site: http://www.archives.gov/foia 

Future records of interest older than 25 years should be requested through the NARA 
FOIA Office. This action closes your request in this office. 



Sincerely, 




Attachment: As stated 



Department of Defense, Office of the Secretary of Defense 
OSD/JS FO!A Requester Service Center 
Office of Freedom of Information 
1155 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1155 



September 11, 2013 



To Whom It May Concern: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I hereby request the following records: 

All U.S. Military, Government, or Department of State documents, memos, letters, cables, containing a 
reference to (" Potato Beetle" or "Leptinotarsa decemlineata" or synonyms thereof) 
and ("Germany" or"East Germany" or "German" or synonyms thereof) 
written between 1945 and 1965. 

These documents are requested in order to explore the history of the 1950s East German claims of the 
U.S. engaging in biological warfare by dropping potato beetles on Germany. This is in the public interest 
and a response should be expedited for publication purposes, due to the current claims of Syria using 
biological and chemical weapons. 

I also request that, if appropriate, fees be waived as I believe this request is in the public interest. The 
requested documents will be made available to the general public free of charge as part of the public 
information service at MuckRock.com, processed by a representative of the news media/press and is 
made in the process of news gathering and not for commercial usage. 

In the event that fees cannot be waived, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in 
advance of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if 
available or CD-ROM if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 

Sincerely, 

Jay Gairson 

Filed via MuckRock.com 

E-mail (Preferred): 6609-61075489@reauests.muckrock.com 

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 6609 
PO Box 55819 
Boston, MA 02205-5819 



